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nearly every tradesman in England. They originated with a 
public necessity, but in the end became a nuisance, and are 
well known to Numismatics as '17th and 18th Century 
Tokens.' " 



THE SHIP CAPTAIN AND THE SELECT MEN. 

The law was so severe in New England during Colonial 
times, and the officers of the law had such a jealous, prying 
disposition to carry it into effect that flogging was an every 
day affair and apparently not regarded as a disgrace, as in 
the South, where in the 18th century negro slaves performed 
the part of the poor whites in Massachusetts. The following 
from the "Travels" of Rev. Andrew Burnaby, 1 759-1 760, is 
amusingly illustrative : 

"I cannot take leave of it (Massachusetts) without relating 
a very extraordinary story, communicated to me by persons 
of undoubted credit, as it further tends to illustrate the char- 
acter and manners of its inhabitants. 

"Some years ago, a commander of one of his majesty's 
ships of war, being stationed at this place, had orders to cruise 
from time to time, in order to protect our trade, and distress the 
enemy. It happened unluckily that he returned from one of 
his cruises on a Sunday ; and as he had left his lady at Boston, 
the moment she heard the ship's arrival, she hasted down to 
the water side, in order to receive him. The captain, on land- 
ing, embraced her with tenderness and affection : this, as there 
were several spectators by, gave great offence, and was con- 
sidered as an act of indecency, and a flagrant profanation of 
the Sabbath. The next day, therefore, he was summoned 
before the magistrates ; who with many severe rebukes and 
pious exhortations, ordered him to be publicly whipped. 

"The captain stifled his indignation and resentment as much 
as possible ; and as the punishment, from the frequency of it, 
was not attended with any great degree of ignominy or dis- 
grace, he mixed with the best company, was well received 
by them, and they were apparently good friends. At length 
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the time of the station expired, and he was recalled : he went, 
therefore, with seeming concern, to take leave of his worthy 
friends; and that they might spend one more happy day to- 
gether before their final separation, he invited the principal 
magistrates and select men to dine with him on board his ship, 
upon the day of his departure. They accepted the invitation, 
and nothing could be more joyous and convivial than the en- 
tertainment which he gave them. 

"At length the fatal moment arrived that was to separate 
them : the anchor was apeak, the sails were unfurled, and noth- 
ing was wanting but the signal to get under way. The cap- 
tain, after taking an affectionate leave of his worthy friends, 
accompanied them upon deck, where the boatswain and crew 
were in readiness to receive them. He there thanked afresh 
for the civilities they had shown him, of which he said he 
should retain an eternal remembrance ; and to which he wished 
it had been in his power to have made a more adequate return. 
One point of civility only remained to be adjusted between 
them, which, as it was in his power, so he meant most fully 
to recompense to them. 

"He then reminded them of what had passed, and, ordering 
the crew to pinion them, had them brought one by one to the 
gang-way, where the boatswain stripped off their shirts, and 
with a cat-of-nine-tails laid on the back of each forty stripes 
save one. They were then, amidst the shouts and acclamations 
of the crew, shoved into their boats; and the captain imme- 
diately getting under way sailed for England." * 

1 This story has lately appeared in one of the English newspapers, 
told with much humour, and with some difference respecting the 
occasion and mode of the captain's punishment. The author cannot 
take upon himself to say which account may be most exact, but he 
has chosen to abide by that which he heard at Boston. They either 
of them serve to characterize the people, and to answer the author's 
purpose in relating it. — By Andrew Burnaby. 



